
West Park Civic Association 2017 Year in Review 

The Board of the West Park Civic Association (WPCA) would like to take this opportunity to express our thanks and           

appreciation to our members, the Parks and Recreation Department of the City of Allentown, our corporate and nonprofit 

sponsors, and our community.  We would not have accomplished everything we did without everyone ’s generosity and hard 

work.  open 
 

As has now become a tradition, our first event of the year was our progressive dinner.  WPCA members Peter Jodik and Althea 

Yuracka graciously opened their home for appetizers while Michael Sherer once again hosted dinner and dancing for a          

wonderful evening of great food and an opportunity to catch up with old friends and meet new ones.  We once again had over 

75 attendees at this event. A special thanks to William Allen's Junior Navel ROTC (NJROTC) for helping to set up the          

Progressive Dinner event and helping to host. 
 

Next up, was our Earth Day Clean Up on Saturday, April 16th.  More than 30 bags of trash and recyclables along with tires and 

broken construction materials, were collected thanks to 20 energetic volunteers, including Junior Girl Scout Troop 6408, B ’nai 

B’rith’s Brownie Troop, and a student volunteer from Allentown Central Catholic High School   This was followed by #Love 

Lehigh Valley clean up and mulching on Sunday, April 24th. 
 

We honored Mar Haeussler for her contributions to our neighborhood at the Leonard Buck Awards Dinner on April 20th. 
 

The Spring Music and Brunch in West Park was held on May 21st.  Hector Rosado and his Latin Jazz group provided us with        

wonderful salsa music while HALA provided SALSA lessons!  Over 100 participants enjoyed brunch in a beautiful setting. 
 

The Plein Air Workshop was held June 2nd - 4th.  19 participants worked with Adriano Farinella.  Over $2500 was raised for 

the West Park Arts Education Scholarship at the Baum School of Arts. 
 

While the weather did not cooperate with us, Art-in-the-Park, co-chaired by Christine Oaklander and Deborah Rabinsky, held 

on June 17th was very well attended.  We had a full day of music and dance on the agenda.  A record number of                      

artists participated.   
 

The 35th Annual West Park Historic House Tour was held on June 25th and, once again, we had a sell out attendance.   
 

We have now established a new tradition of scheduling Art-in-the-Park and the West Park Historic House Tour on different      

weekends, which was very well received. 
 

The summer brought Dinner and Movie in the Park!  While the movie was rained out, the dinner portion was a big success 

leading us to consider organizing more dinners and concerts in the park in 2018!  Stay tuned! 
 

The Fall Music & Brunch in West Park held in September looked like it was going to be a no go but Craig Thatcher and Nyke 

Van Wyk hung in there with us.  We had another gorgeous day and the highest attendance of our brunches.   
 

Our annual Christmas tree lighting, which included making edible ornaments for our fury friends, and musical entertainment      

provided by The Flutations and Maie DeBoeser was very well attended.  Thanks to the Department of Parks and Recreation 

for getting the tree up and the lights on!  Cookies donated by Whole Foods Market and hot chocolate kept everyone warm. 

Nancy Jenson’s find of artisan lights made for a beautiful evening. 
 

Special thanks to our corporate sponsors for their support of our activities throughout the year:  Jaindl Properties, City Center, 

Bell Gate Farm, Working Dog Press, and Duane and Patricia People’s 515 Hamilton Group at Morgan Stanley. 
 

We look forward to an action packed 2018! 
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Allentown Pennsylvania Public Library          
Association Presents:                                                

A NOVEL AFFAIR - the next chapter          
Honoring Malcolm & Janet Gross 

Enjoy an elegant evening of light fare, drinks & live 

musical entertainment and celebrity speakers. 

This year’s gala evening will benefit the current capital 

campaign for the climate control system. 

For Sponsorship opportunities please contact:                         

Renee Haines, APL Director: 610.820.2400                                                        

Linda Epstein, Co-Chair, LcantabeneE@rcn.com                         

Tom Yuracka, Co-Chair, tjy1020@gmail.com 

Saturday, April 14, 2018 / 6:00 - 9:00 pm, $75/ticket 

Tickets available: 610.820.2400 

 

Calendar of Events 2018 

May 20, 2018 12:00 pm –  2:00 pm Music and Brunch in West Park – Tango Lessons and Dancing                                            

Bring your favorite brunch items and enjoy some great Music and dancing (including tango instruction!)                                                  

Contact: Mar Haeussler 610-434-9035 or marwpca@verizon.net 

June 1, 2018 – June 3, 2018  West Park Plein Air Workshop                                                                                                      

Friday 5 pm – 8 pm, Saturday & Sunday 9 am – 5 pm                                                                                                                                           

Come work with local artist and Baum School Instructor Adriano Farinella; work to be displayed at Art-in-the-Park                                 

Contact: Joann Jones 610-972-6586 or jovision1@aol.com 

June 16, 2018  10:00 am -  5:00 pm Art-in-the-Park                                                                                                                                    

Art-in-the-Park returns to Allentown’s beautiful, sylvan West Park with a rejuvenated look and new exhibitors. The show will feature 

original works of fine art and crafts by 70+ artists from the Lehigh Valley and surrounding states.                                                                

Contact:  Dr. Christine Oaklander, drokie16@gmail.com or visit www. westpark-ca.org 

June 24, 2018  11:00 am -  4:00 pm 36th Annual West Park Historic House Tour                                                                                                   

Come tour some of our neighborhood’s beautiful historic homes.  As noted recently by US News & World Report, “Homes around West 
Park ooze Colonial Revival and Queen Anne charm.”  Tickets to be redeemed or purchased at The Church of the Mediator.  Day of event 
purchase price will be $18.  Trolleys available to tour the neighborhood leaving from the Church.   

Advance Tickets on sale May 1st: Albrights Hardware, Phoebe Floral, C Leslie Smith, boutiquetogo, Weil Antiques,  Refind, Hummus 
House, Walters Pharmacy, $15 in advance                                                                                                                                                                                            
Also available May 1st online: www.westpark-ca.org - $15 in advance                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Contact:  Tom Yuracka, President, West Park Civic Association 610-737-7132  

Sept. 9, 2018 12:00 pm –  2:00 pm Music and Brunch in West Park                                               

Bring your favorite brunch items and enjoy some great Music 

Dec. 1, 2018 6:00 pm –  8:00 pm West Park Civic Association Tree Lighting                                                                                            

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm - Make Edible Ornaments at the Episcopal Church of the Mediator, 1620 W Turner Street                                                

7:00 pm – 8:00 pm - Music, Tree Lighting, Beverage and Cookies, West Park Band Shell, West Linden and West Turner Streets,      

between North 15th and North West Streets.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Community Engagement with Birds, Bees and Blooms 

WPCA was recently  awarded a 

grant from the Lehigh       

Community Fund to plant a 

pollinator garden in West Park.  

Volunteers who work on the 

project will learn about the 

threatened pollinator population as well as ways to attract 

pollinators into gardens.                                                        

It is intended that the garden will serve as a model to      

educate residents of the West Park neighborhood and    

visitors to the park while addressing an important             

environmental issue.  We will be engaging students from 

William Allen High School and Raub Middle School to 

work on the garden with us.  We also plan on working with 

seniors in our area and hope that this project can truly be a 

multi-generational and multi-cultural project!                     

Attend initial meeting on Tuesday, March 20th at 7:00 pm  

Church of the Mediator to learn more! 

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS 
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#LoveLehighValley  

April 29, 2018 Clean Up! 

Volunteers are needed to clean, mulch 

and weed the beds in West Park.  

 Bring your rakes, gloves, shovels and 

wheelbarrows and meet at the              

band shell at 10:00 am. 

Refreshments will be provided. 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Sponsored and organized in                      

conjunction with Faith Church 

 

Electronic Recycling Event 

Saturday, June 9, 2018 
 

A truck will be available at the 

corner of 16th and Linden 

Streets from 9:00 - 11:00 am  

No TV’s over 32” will                 

be accepted    

Bring your outdated and old 

items to be recycled! 

City of Allentown residents only 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 

 



 

West Park Civic Association of Allentown 
2018 Membership Application 
 

The West Park Civic Association (WPCA) exists to preserve, protect, enhance and promote West Park and it’s          

surrounding neighborhood area.  WPCA advocates prevention of park and neighborhood blight and deterioration, 

enforcement of laws and ordinances within the area and park as well as neighborhood safety and beautification.  

WPCA encourages harmonious human relations among the residents of the West Park Neighborhood.   

Consider joining WPCA, as we can be a stronger organization with your help. 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone:______________________________________________    Email:______________________________________________ 

Date:____________________________    New Member:_______________________    Renewal:______________________________ 

As a member, and in order to further the above stated goals, I would be interested in helping with the following: 

Art in the Park____      Board of Directors____      Code Enforcement____      Clean N’Green____                                                                 

Crime Watch____      Egg Hunt, Children’s Programs____      Historic District/Historic Preservation Week____              

House Tour___          Hospitality/Welcome____      Membership____      Newsletter____      Zoning____ 

Dues are payable during the calendar year, January - December, $10.00 per household 

Forward to: Nancy Jensen, 1642 Turner Street, Allentown, PA 18102  or online: www.westpark-ca.org 

WPCA Board of Directors 

Officers 

Thomas Yuracka, President tjy1020@gmail.com 

Margaretha Haeussler, 1st VP                                        
Margaretha.Haeussler@TPCtax.com 

Ibi Balos, 2nd VP, ibalog@verizon.net 

Merrily Starkey - Secretary                                                
merrilystarkey@lehighcounty.org  

Directors 

Scott Armstrong, wpca@yahoo.com 

Cheryl Haughney, Cheryl.haughney@foxroach.com 

Nancy Jensen, mumum44@verizon.net 

Peter Jodik, Treasurer, marks61rp@yahoo.com 

Matt Kramer, primeideal@gmail.com 

Wendie Lazansky, wendie@ptd.net 

Christine Oaklander, drokie16@gmail.com 

Ellen Roberts, elsingroberts@gmail.com 

Newsletter printed courtesy of the City of Allentown on recycled paper 

Please update your email address to receive special interest and new upcoming events - www.westpark-ca.org 

Letter from the President 

Tom Yuracka 
 

West Park is a welcoming and diverse neighborhood with something 

of interest for everyone.  A portion of the West Park Civic             

Association footprint is a designated historic district rich in history 

and architectural detail.  The nucleus of our neighborhood is         

Allentown’s oldest public park, West Park.  Dedicated in 1908 the 

park encompasses .6 acres and is located in the Center of Allentown. 

The band shell and newly refurbished fountain highlight the  park.  
 

West Park Civic Association has many exciting events planned for 

2018.  Come commune with nature, meet new friends and enjoy your 

neighbors while taking in a concert, movie, dinner or afternoon 

brunch.  West Park is also home to Allentown’s oldest and largest 

free outdoor art show.  Residents open up the doors to their homes 

once a year for West Park’s much anticipated 36th Annual House 

Tour.  Come  and discover the magic of our neighborhood and      

support our many events.  
 

We encourage you to become a member and enjoy our friendly and 

amazing community.  See you around the neighborhood! 


